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SCOVEREPHORO) see eee cee oi 

« This beattinn specimen ‘of Candlebark cateniyatuct rubida) ; is in the grounds 
“of the Agriculture Department, offices at PRSOMs This tree is the subject of 
Tom Patullo! s article on pages: 3-4 


PHOTO by. Tom Patullo 
Cover! Design by Graham Hill. 


Permission “to reproduce articles from Whirrakee must be’ obtained fron the . 
Editor. 


Deadline: ae SreiGiee for Poe sentey is. Monday 22nd March. 

Tpped contributions are preferred, but if this is not possible, then please 
make every effort to use neat legible hand-writing or printing, with 
standard: abbreviations only. 

All back numbers are available from the Editor at a cost of 50 cents per 
number. Complete sets of Volume 1 are available at the reduced price of 
$5.00 per set. 


EDITORS PAGE 


At the time of writing Whirrakee production is going reasonably well, —: 
and you should be reading this; before the March General Meeting. The late 
appearance of the January - February issue meant that more business than ~ 
usual had to be conducted at the February meeting, and this highlighted _ 
the way that Whirrakee helps to cut down the length of time spent on — 
business matters at General Meetings. I have prepared an article outlining 
the steps involved in producing Whirrakee, which may make it clearer to 
members just how little margin there is Fon coping with something like the 
breakdown of the typewriter. I had. intended that this article would be . 
in this issue, but the quantity of topical material, and the inclusion of. 
the 1982 Syllabus, has meant that it has to be held over. At least it means 
that I will have one article for the next issue. I am very short of material 
at present, and would EMSS CESESHAMENINS 5 short or ESE 
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With the worst of summer behind us NOW 5 it is time to take stock in the 
garden. We live on the top of the watershed between California Gully and Long 
Gully, in a fairly exposed position facing north. There is no front fence, 
and we like it that way, but for most of the summer it is a very harsh . 
environment for plants. Every summer we lose plants, often after nursing them 
through several previous heat waves, but those that survive their first summer 
generally cope a lot better in subsequent years. Our trees grow slowly, but they 
are very wind firm - they have to be! One success that I am delighted with is 
the establishment of a Baeckea ramosissima, or Rosy Heath Myrtle. I have made 
three previous attempts to grow this from nursery stock, and this year one’ ~ 
of two planted has established itself well, and even has a few out of season 
flowers.'It seems to be a species which resents root disturbance, or “maybe it 
is susceptible to garden fungi, but all but one of my plantings of this species 
has only lasted a short time before dying. You can probably guess from: my” 
persistence with it that I find it a very attractive small plant. Timing of 
planting is also important. In Bendigo's climate, we find autumn planting is 
generally far more successful than spring planting, and this is even more true 
for transplanting of established plants. 
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A few days ago I was sitting in s suburban train at Flinders St. Station in 
Melbourne, watching three house sparrows feeding along the ballast between ~ 
the adjacent track. It brought back memories from my days as a regular user of 
Flinders St. Station, when I used’ to admire the hardiness of these: birds. They 
live dangerously, but well, dining on wind blown ‘seeds, food scraps and 
probably insects. They did not look as sleek as the sparrows which live in my 
garden, but they were obviously not starving either. The sparrow does a lot. 
of damage in some situations, but at Flinders St. Station it is occupying a 
man made ecological niche for which it is admirably suited, and doing a very 
useful job. I can think of no native bird which would be able to fill this 
role as well as the sparrow does. Although Silver Gulls also scavenge at 
Flinders. Ste» they do not ‘do it- in ass same" 5 AAD, ‘way as the AURA SFE 


‘Eric Wilkins One: 
Editor . 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo 


“ON THE IDENTIFICATION OF A EUCALYPT 


In this “aerbi cls T Hees used a number of Botanical terms for which 
I have added a glossary at the end of the article. 


"What eucalypt is that?" came the query over the phone ‘recently. 
My immediate reply was’ ."I must have a look at it." The tree in question 
is located just along Golf Links Road from the entrance to the Diagnostic 
-Centre at Epsom, just inside the fence. It is a beautiful specimen 
of our Australian flora, standing some sixty feet high, with a beautiful 
crown. A photograph of this tree appears on the front cover of this issue 
of Whirrakee. The smooth dusky pink bark on the trunk continues right 
up,to the smaller branches, and at the time of viewing was reflecting 
the late evening sunlight. Quite evidentally a mature tree, it must 
have been growing there many years before the centre was built. 


To identify an unfamiliar eucalypt one must note all the apparent 
characteristics like general shape of tree, colour and nature of bark, 
colour and shape of leaves (whether glossy, glaucous(1), 
lanceolate (2) etc.). If the tree is in its natural habitat, note the 
locality in which it grows (whéther on stony ridges, in gullies or on 
river flats, height above sea level etc.). Note whether branches and 
fruit are frosted white and so on. 


Such characteristics can give some clues to identification, but if 
still in doubt after considering all the above, one must look further. 
For positive identification we examine the flower buds and fruit 
capsules (3). Here we must consult the reference works of the expert 
botanists. The six hundred plus species and varieties of eucalypts 
have been classified by their buds and fruits. 


On the eucalypt in question, it staan that the buds were in umbels (4) 
of three, with extremely short pedicels (5), almost sessile (6), and- 
joined to a short peduncle (7). The buds themselves were symmetrical, and 
resembles tiny lemons. Next I examined the fruit capsules. These were 
very small and semispherical (8), with a thin dise (9), divided into 
three equal parts by the valves (10), with slight protrusions 


Valves 


Fruit 
Capsule 


Peduncle 


Pedicle Ovary 
Magnification x 3 


Eucalyptus rubida 
(Candlebark) 
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IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


To sum up, I found that this eucalypt had smooth, dusky pink bark 
extending right up to the small branches; dull green, lanceolate leaves, 
and buds and fruit capsules as described above. All these characteristics 
declare the tree to be Eucalyptus rubida, known by the common name of 
Candlebark, But how to account for the colour of the bark? 

This brought me back to considering the Salmon Gum, Eucalyptus 
salmonophloia, only to have it ruled out again and again by the evidence 
of the buds and fruit capsules. Finally I considered the botanical name 
rubida. Why was the Candlebark called rubida? Rubida must mean red. 

I eventually found an explanation why the Candlebark, which has a beautiful 
white trunk and branches for most of the year, is called rubida,. 

A small paragraph in one reference stated that during midsummer, just 
before the bark deciduates (11), it turns to dusky pink. This fact I 
verified with the Forests Commission. The tree at the Diagnostic Centre 
is therefore definitely Eucalyptus rubida. I will watch for the colour 
change of the bark with interest. 


It is still an wmusual tree for this area, but subsequent information 
I have been able to obtain solves this problem. The tree was planted 
some fifty years ago by a Mr. Frank Gerbra, who occupied the property 
at that time. 


Glossary of Botanical Terms Used. 


1.  Glaucous bluish green, with powdery bloom. 

2.  Lanceolate shaped like a lance. 

3. Capsule a dry fuit formed after the flower dies. 

4, Umbel an arrangement of flowers arising from a common poine: 
5.  Pedicel _ the stalk of an individual SSIES 

6. Sessile without a stalk, 

7.  Peduncle the stalk of a cluster of flowers. 

8. Semispherical shaped like half a sphere. 

95. Disc the part of the fruit between the flower and the valves. 
10. Valves the fruit segment which when ripe opens to release seeds. 
11. Deciduates the shedding of leaves, or in this case, bark. 


References used 


G.M. Chippendale Eucalyptus buds and fruits 

Forestry and Timber Bureau, Canberra. 
Stan Kelly Eucalypts, Part 1. 
Ivan Halliday -& A Gardeners Guide to Eucalypts. 


Geoffrey Watton 
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FAIRY WRENS OF THE BENDIGO DISTRICT 
Bird Observers Group Bird of the Night Discussion, November 1981. 


Compiled by Bill Flentje, 


Superb Blue Wren . , = Malurus cyaneus. 
Purple-backed (Variegated) Wren - Malurus _lamberti (formerly assimilis) 


APPEARANCE _* A feature of the fairy wrens. is that the tail is almost 
continually carried in a more or less raised position. 

The male Blue wren in breeding plumage has a bright enamel blue crown, 
patch under the eye, and around the upper part of the back. The bill, neck, 
lower back, throat and breast are black. Wings are greyish-brown, tail 
deep blue, rest of underparts cream, and legs dark-brown to black. 

The male Purple-backed wren has a deep blue crown,’ the neck below tthe crown 
and the upper back are purplish, throat chest, rump and lower neck are 
black, face patch béhind the eye is enamel Bilie abdomen white, shoulders 
reddish, bill black, legs dark brown and tail buish-green. 

Female izes of both species are of a general grey to brown colour, with 
orange-brown bill, legs and round the eye, excepting that the Purple-backed 
female's ‘eye patch is more of a chestnut colour. The tail of the Purple- 
backed wren is more bluish in colour than the greyish-brown colour-of the 
tail of the female Blue wren. 

Immature birds at first resemble females, but gain adult plumage when about 
12 months old. Each year male birds moult into eclipse plumage similar to 
females, during winter, except after four years of age, when they retain 
their breeding plumage. Males in eclipse plumage can be distinguished 

from females by their black bills, and absence. of orange or chestnut lores 
round the eyes. Purple-~backed wrens have longer tails in proportion. to 
body length than Blue wrens. 


CALLS Both species have a variety of calls, usually animated, some noisy 
and scratchy, some trilling and some melodious. Literature indicates that 
some of the calls of both species are fairly similar, the purple-backed 
species having calls of a slightly higher pitch, and not such a wide range 
as the Superb blue wren. Both sexes of each species have similar calls. 


BREEDING ° Both species usually breed between September and January in the 
Bendigo District. Nests are generally built low to the ground from 12" to 
3 feet, in reeds, long, dense grass, or low dense bushes, 

come wrens SAREE to prefer small bushes and build lower to the 
ground, 

The nest is dome- cheneas built of grass, fine twigs and strips of bark, 
spider-webs and lined with finer material and feathers. 

Eggs: Three or four, white, specked with red-brown spots at the larger end. 
The incubation period is about 14 days and the female is believed to carry 
out the incubating. Offspring of previous hatchings frequently assist the 
parent birds to feed the young of the following hatchings, either in the 
same season or the follewing season. The immature males have often been 
observed feeding young in the hatchings of both species. 

The young leave the nest in 12-13 days after-hatching, that is before they 
are able to fly, The family appears to stay together for abcut 12 months. 


FOOD consists of a variety of insects, grubs, moths, EMESIS, flies, dragon 
flies, stick insects, grasshoppers, butterflies. 
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FAIRY WRENS OF THE BENDIGO DISTRICT continued. 


HABITAT- Both*species are found: in. Bendigo. areas where patches of grassy 
heathy or reedy habitats frequently occur. Being ground feeding birds, they 
require low. vegetation for protective cover. Both species can often 

be found feeding together and nesting in close proximity. 

The Purple-backed wren is much, more common north of Bendigo, and in the 
Wellsford forest to the east, than south of Bendigo. The Big Hill range 
could be the southern extent of the range of Purple-backed wrens. 

The Purple-backed wren appears’ more shy of human habitation: than the Blue 
wren which is often’ seen on roadside verges and in home gardens. : 


GENERAL One observer claims that the Purple-backed wrens probably put 

on the best example of a broken wing act to divert intruders away from the 
nest or young birds. j ae, . 
The alarm call when a hawk is about consists of an excited trilling note. 
Evidence indicates that the above wrens are parasitized by Pallid, 
‘Fan-tailed, Black-eared and Horsfield Bronze cuckoos. 

The life span cf wrens can be up to 10 years or more, but according to 
research the average life span is only 18 months. My 

Some Blue wren nests have been observed up to 6 feet above the ground in 
prickly bushes such as Hedge Acacia, Spreading Acacia, Silky Hakea and 
sometimes in the climbing Dodder Laurel. One nest. was discovered woven into 
the spokes of an unused bicycle wheel, and one in a roll of wire netting. 
One observer indicated that the cobalt blue plumage on the Blue wren is 
erectile, as evident when the’bird is agitated... —s_.. 

The period of eclipse plumage of the male wren becomes shorter as the bird 
becomes older. One male wren of at least. 5 years of age was only in eclipse 
plumage for about 4 weeks, Very young wrens stayin eclipse for several 
months. p Fpbyrbs i 
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GLENLUCE - VAUGHAN: SPRINGS -EXCURSION 


Date and time Sunday March 14th. (All day excursion) 
~ Meet 10.00 am outside Education Dept. offices, Havlin Street. 


Location ‘Upper Loddon River - Glenluce -and Vaughan Springs. 


Leader © Cynthia Watkins. 


Activities Gemstones and history. Junior Field Naturalista and beginners 
are particularly welcome. Pe OT 


' “Ttinerary Proceed to Vaughan Springs. . 

‘Panning for gold; zircan and sapphires at the bridge in Vaughan. 

‘Lunch along the river above Vaughan Springs, or at Vaughan Springs if you 
don't want to go picnicking.. aes ; es mg 
Move around to Glenluce Springs for another go at panning. 
Those who feel energetic can walk up the Loddon from Vaughan Springs to 
Glenluce Springs (1.5 K.) - quite a picturesque walk, but difficult in spots. 
Afternoon’ tea at Glenluce Springs.If time, we may visit Mt. Franklin on 


.. the way. home. 


What to bring . Lunch and’ refreshments. Gold pans and small spades. - 
Gumboots or old shoes. Binoculars. 


Other possibilites 
“1, Blackberry picking. 
2. Swimming if it turns out unexpectedly warm. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP REPORT 


Summary of activities and proceedings. by John Lindner. 
1. - The Mammal Survey Group of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria will 
be spending the March long weekend (6-8 March) at Mt. Alexander. 

Members of our group will be camping with them, and participating in joint 
trapping and spotlighting. The camp site will be near the amenities block 
beside the new koala park. Water is available down at the old koala park. 


2. A degree of success at trapping bats has been obtained recently.. 

The method involves stretching lightweight fishing line just above the water 
of a dam, at about two metre intervals, As the bats come in after dusk to 
either drink or catch insects near the surface (it is not known for sure 
which they actually do), they hit the line, fall into the water and swim 
to the shore, One person shines a torch on the swimming animal, which 
turns away to the opposite bank, and can easily be caught. To date, it 
seems that the hotter and stiller the night, the more bats can be caught. 
Bats have been caught using this method in the Whipstick and Mt. Alexander, 
The bats are identified, sexed and have their forearms measured before. 
being released. The main species caught were the Little Brown Bat 
(Eptesicus pumilus) (at both sites), and the Little Free-tail Bat 
(Tadarida planiceps) at the Whipstick site. 


3. A colony of bats at St, Aiden's Orphanage in Kennington was recently 
reported to one of our group. The bats roost in the ceiling of one of the 
balconies, and make quite a nuisance of themselves with their droppings, 
which necessitate the sweeping of the balcony every day. On Tuesday 28rd 
February, members attempted to capture and identify these bats. Part of 
the very large balcony was blocked off using a mist net and the newly 
acquired bat trap, purchased with funds from the Ingram Trust. (The bat 
trap consists of a vertically held frame supporting strands of lightweight 
fishing line, and a specially designed holding bag at the bottom.) 

Up to about 9.30 pm, with quite a crowd of enthusiastic "batters" present, 
only five Little Free-tail Bats had been caught. However, the bat trap was 
left in place overnight, without the mist net, and in the morning the catch 
was found to be quite significant: 

14 Little Brown Bats 

8 Little Free-tail Bats 

1 Lesser Long-eared Bat ‘(Nyctophilus geoffroyi) 


Presumably the bats fly up and down inside the balcony prior to hunting 
for the night or on returning from himting, The association of the three 
species is most interesting, 

NEXT MEETING 


Thursday 18th March at Rob and Glenise Moors, Sedgwick. 
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FROM THE MAIL-BOX 


Australian Plants 


; Devotee's of Tom Patullo's "In a Native Garden" series should be aware 
“that the Club subscribes to AUSTRALIAN PLANTS, published by the Society for 
Growing Australian Plants. The current issue of Australian Plants includes 

a major article on the Callistemons, listing, with descriptions, over 40 
species and numerous cultivars and. -hybrids. This group of plants is ideal 

for the beginner to start propagating and growing, because of their usefulness 
in landscaping and display, and because they are suitable for cultivation 

in most parts of Australia. Five colour photographs accompany the article, 
“which, together with the specimens: displayed by Tom at the November CeRENSEU 
Meeting, . indicate the rich diversity. of. Callistemon. 


Two shorter articles on the daisy-bushes (EEE) and Sturt's Desert 
Pea eee this issue, ~~ 


Additions to the Library 
Publdett ones received to. 22/2/82. 


1, Australian Plants Vol.11 No.89 Dec. 81 

2. F.N.C.Ballarat Excursion-News Sheet Feb. 82. 

3. Geelong F.N.C. No.190 Feb.82. : , } 

4, Native Plants Preservation Society of Vic. Newmlatren No.46 Jan,82 
5. The Bird Observer No. 600/601 Jan-Feb.82 | 

6. Habitat Vo1.10 No.1 Feb. 82 © es 

7. A.C.F. Newsletter Vol.14 No.1 Feb.82 


Ian MacBean, 
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DESERT EXCURSION May School Holidays (satimtay 8th - Sunday 23rd May) 
Base location Big Billy Bore, Big Desert, Victoria. 


Access and distance Via Calder Highway (Bendigo, (Chaniiton ,, Sea Lake, 
‘Ouyen) and Ouyen Highway ‘ (Ouyen, Munrayvi tie): Then. south from Murrayville 
for 35 Km. to Big Billy Bore. 

Total: 450 Km., 5-6 hours approx. The sane site is accessible to 2 wheel 
drive vehicles. 


Activities Bird watching (Desert Banksia wild be atentine to flower). 
Mammal and reptile trapping. 


Water and supplies Plenty of water available for washing etc, 
Bring drinking water. Extra supplies of food and water can be obtained 
from Murrayville, 35 Km. to the north. 


Weather Bring clothes and gear to cope with all weather. It could be 
quite cold at night. 


Other points of interest . There are several other places which may be 
visited on the way to or from the Big Desert: 1. Hattah Lakes Nat. Park, 

2. Wyperfeld National Park, 3. Pink Lakes State Park, It is possible that, 
having spent a week to 10 days at Big Billy Bore, those people SUS EEY 
may move together to one of these Places for the last few days. 


DESERT EXCURSION continued.” 


Advanicé ‘party John Lindner (and eee COMES) will be eeeine on 
, Saturday May 8th, and will select the camp site at Big Billy Bore. 


Notification Bleace notify John Lindner (46 7132) of your intention to 


pron ETERCI DAES » and. if SO, va you think you will be arriving at the camp site. 
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"BIRD NOTES aye ‘OBSERVATIONS | 
Bird Observers Group Meeting, 5th February 1982 


There ‘have ‘been many excellent: ‘sightings over the Christmas break, 
highlighted by a néw bird for the’ Bendigo. district. 


JA pair of Little “Wattlebirds, fortunately made a two day stopover in the 
‘garden’ of one of our members~in January 1982. These birds are’ common south 
of the. Divide, especially around’ Melbourne in coastal Banksias, but to 
record them north’ of the Divide is a rarity and:makes the sighting indeed a 
_ worthy. one, as it is ‘the first recorded sighting for Bendigo. 


Another recording of possibly more significance, due to its continued decline, 
_is the Plains Wanderer. A single bird was captured by hand, not, as you'd 


“Imagine, in the’ wilds of some windswept plain, but in a Spars garden, outside 


‘Target’, in the heart of Bendigo, in August, 1981. It was believed that 

the ‘bird ‘was not: ‘tame. Quail often move to new feeding grounds under the 
cover of darkness. It was thought that perhaps: the bird was dazzled by bright 
lights, disorientated and consequently captured. It survived this ordeal, 
“and was released ‘several months later in bushland near Spring Gully. 


Sedgwick was the scene of another quail report. This time a Little Quail was 
flushed from long grass in December 1981 


Black. Honeyeaters are infrequent visitors to Central Victoria, being birds 
of the dry inland. Our birdo members from Inglewood reported several pairs 
within four miles of the town in January 1982. Inglewood has on its boundaries 
three species of Mallee, two of which are harvested for their oil content. It 
is, here in these harvested areas that the Black honeyeater is to be seen, 


Anotler . report from Inglewood was an amusing one, concerning a Willie-Wagtail 
andvits fruitless efforts to collect insects Sys a.semi-opaque carport roof, 
The insects were on the inside, and the : dim wagtail was on the outside! 

. 4 not.so amusing story from Inglewood was of a Bee HBSS in a state of shock 
: after being stung by its own prey, a bee. 


A White’ Goshawk ‘was seen in January, sitting « on telegraph lines, between 
vBarwon |Heads and;Torquay. There have also been reports of these beautiful 
birds at Cumberland River, (near Lorne ) near the caravan park. 


In ‘the long, rank grass of the floodplains of Northern Australia. one would 
expect:to see Calden Headed Cicticolas, with their characteristic 'zzzt zzzt' 
call, although they are recorded in this area from time to time. A good find 
recently (Jan.82) was that of a single male bird seen in the reeds at Lake 
Cooper. One wonders - aie more of these birds are in Central Victoria. The 
possible confusion with the Little Grassbird, and the Golden Headed Cisticola's 
.-Mapshy habitat could be the reasons why it is not detected more often. 


Large numbers of Singing Bushlarks in the ‘Thunder swamp area, a Yellow 
Plumed Honeyeater in the Strathfieldsaye State Forest and a White Backed 
Swallow at Inglewood were other good sightings. 
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THE MINES AMENDMENT BILL AND THE ENVIRONMENT. 
by Chris § Bunn. 


The right to mine does not include the right to cause wanton destruction 
_ to the environment. se 


In late December the Mines Renctent Bill was ieincdieeas ‘into ‘Davitament. 
Drawn up by the Prospectors and Miners Association, it shows scant regard 
for the protection of the environment. Media coverage until recently has 
concentrated solely on the major issue of whether or not consent from 
Exploration Licence holders See required before claims can be 
approved, eg 


What are the'parts of the: bill eaten are causing enyironmentalists 
such concern? Briefly.the bill, if passed in its present forms would:=. ; 


“1, Subject areas recommended by the.Land Conservation Council for 
reservation as National, State and Regional Parks, Wildlife Reserves ,etc, 
under the amended Act, to mining activities, Exceptions could only be’ 
determined by the Governor in Council, which would. mean the right to 
determine the management destiny of Bayiconmentenie significant lands 
in future would be placed in the hands of the Minister for PEE) and 
Energy. — 


2.°- Allow individuata: to hold any momen of claims, casdeone any stipulation 
as to their position relative to each other. A claim has. a maximum area 

of one hectare with the holder of the claim having the right to mine 

to 120 metres depth using machinery and explosives. The depth limit 

maybe unlimited after 12. months, depending on the exploration licence 
holder. Claims do not have to be worked individually, but can. be combined 
into one extensive operation. 


3. Specify in applying for a etait a bond, not exceeding $200., to be 
lodged to cover the later rehabilitation of claim sites. This would be 
forfeited if specified works were not aS out to. sae satisfaction 
of the Inspector of Mines. GI ests 


4, Set conditions, when Erinrerinn ive eatskiay which do not allow for 
any consultation with any other Department or Authority - the onus ~ 
being entirely with the Inspector of Mines. If the claim holder objects 
~~to the conditions, the Chief Mining Inspector has two options, either 
. uphold the objection or refer it to the’ Minister. He’ TGUESS not, tee the 
power to over-rule ‘the objection. 


5. Allow the owner of a registered claim to ‘construct races, pipelines, 
drains and dams for mining purposes, as well as use easements upon any 
Crown Lands, after gaining approval from the Minister for Lands. At 


one stage it was also proposed that sheds could be pa hcaeeed without any 
reference to the Town and Country Planning Act.. 


6. “Allow the removal of wnlimited- material from the site. Under the 
“current Act, no material Sfttoiob es one. -tonne ds CAREER ve be BNET 
without written approval. : 


SE Tinss Removes the onus. from the claim owner to present on any regular | 
basis any reason as to why a.claim should remain registered. It also 
means that the Inspector of. Mines must decide when. mining activities 
pave ceased to the point where rehabilitation requirements can be ai ceeds 


THE MINES AMENDMENT BILL AND THE ENVIRONMENT continued. 


IN SUMMARY, the Bill places greater importance on the use of public ~ 
lands for mining, than for any other community use and value of those lands, 


Bonds and other charges must truly reflect the necessary costs 
incurred by the community in providing sufficient inspectors, and must 
encourage miners to minimize environmental damage. The proposed $200. bond 
is totally inadequate and will encourage miners to walk away and leave the 
Department of Minerals and Energy the job of reclamation. 


The club has written to members of state parliament (and prospective 
members), seeking their assurances and support that future legislation 
will have adequate environmental safeguards. We are not against mining,~ 
but we are against needless environmental destruction. 
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT 
Meeting at Eric Wilkinson's home 22/2/82 


Summary of main business. 


1. Eric Wilkinson presented a paper outlining alternatives for the Bendigo 
Naturalist. It was decided that the Bendigo Naturalist should not be 
revived and that the Magazine Account be renamed the Publications Fund. 
The views of Members will be sought to determine future publications 
policy. 


2. The Club will seek the views of local parliamentarians and candidates 
on the Mines (Amendment) Bill. © i , 
3. Seven new members were admitted into the Club. 


4, An application to clear part of Crown Allotment 13 Section 15, Parish 
of Bagshot was referred to the Club for comment, by the L.C.R.P.A, 
A letter opposing the application has been sent, és 


5. Sketch plans of the information shelter to be built at the Salomans 
Gully Reserve (Boyd St.) were presented for inspection. The Club will 
be involved in the public opening in September. 


6. .A proposal was made that preliminary action be taken to prepare a 
submission for National Estate support for purchase of key Whipstick 
blocks. an 


Next meeting at Laurie Leesons, 22/3/82. 
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W.V.F.N.C.A. BENDIGO CAMPOUT, WEEKEND 24/25 APRIL 1982 
HOST CLUB: Bendigo F.N.C. 


» VENUE: -Rotary Camp, Axedale, 2 kilometres from Bendigo, The camp..is. 
situated close to the west bank of the Campaspe SEN in very 
pleasant surroundings, 


ACCOMMODAT TON | 


Accommodation at the Rotary Camp is of dormitory type. There are four huts 
with beds and mattresses for a total of about 90 people, and male and female 
toilet. and shower blocks, The camp has a large well equipped kitchen, a 

large dining room, and a spacious lounge area around an open fireplace, 
There is also a large recreation hall, suitable for meetings. 


It is hoped that as many people as possible will use the dormitory accommodation, 
but there is room around the camp for a limited number of caravans and tents. 
Please notify John Lindner at 62 Simpsons Road, Eaglehawk, or phone on 

(054) 46 7132 if you intend bringing a caravan or tent, as it will be 

necessary to give the caretaker some warning of the likely number. 

Please bring long extensions leads if you wish to we connected to the 
electricity supply. 


The camp is not available wmtil after 4.00 pm on Friday 23rd April, as 
another group will be in residence until the early afternoon, and the 
caretaker needs time for cleaning. Similarly, we will need to vacate the 
site by 4.00 pm on Sunday 25th. 


' COST:.. The charge per head will be $4.50 for two nights, to cover use of 
faailities on aself catering basis. 
PROGRAMME 


Friday afternoon and evening (after 4.00 pm) . April 23nd, 
Arrive, Set up camp, If arpiving early, informal activities as per 


Saturday. 
ote day April 24th, 
orning Informal activities in vicinity. 


1. Birdwatching along Campaspe River.. 
2. Axedale fish farm. 
3. bake. Eppalock dam wall. 
fr Sulgatiasetcte Range. cnapatinte 
Lunch 12.00 
Afternoon . Depart 1, 00 pm. 
- Excursion. to posnten glaciated pavements at Moorabbee (Lake’ 
Eppalock), and the Pink Cliffs at Heathcote. 
Return by 5.00 pm 
Evening 6.30 pm W.V.F.N.C.A, delegates meeting, 
8.00 pm General meeting. 
Welcome address by Chris Bunn, B.F.N.C. President. 
Slides and talk, "From South-west Tasmania to 
Cape York", by Rob Watkins, 
Supper (provided by B.F.N.C.) 
Sunday April 25th, 
Depart 10.00 am. 
All day excursion to Barfold Gorge on the Campaspe River. 
If there is time, side trips to Turpins Falls (Campaspe River) 
and Coliban Falls (Coliban River) may be made. 


Leaders: Laurie Leeson and Eric Wilkinson, 
Return by 4.00 pm, 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Address correspondence to P.O. Box 396 Bendigo 3550 


PRESIDENT Chris Bunn Averys Rd. E'hawk 46 8141 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St,.Spring Gully 43 0521 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
SECRETARY Tan MacBean 7 Beebe St.Bendigo 43 0191 
ASSIST, SECRETARY George Curr 16 Specimen Hill Rd.GoldenSq. 42 2798 
TREASURER Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Rob Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
EXCURSION ORGANISER John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd.E'hawk 46 7132 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 

SECRETARY Harvey Rich 58 Dundas Rd.Maryborough 61 1698 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 

SECRETARY John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd,E'hawk 46 7132 


none ty Go ho rose 6 BE 8 1 ea 

Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The subscription rates are: 

$8.00 Single, $10.00 Family, $4.00 Pensioner and $4,00 Children. 


Library subscription to Whirrakee is $8.00 per annum. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Pooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom, 
The meetings start at 7.30 pm, and conelude with supper. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10 am (usually on a Sunday) 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2 pm, and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Excursions are usually held on the weekend following the General 
Meeting, 


Bird Observers Group meets on the first Friday of the month at the Conference 
Rooms, Agriculture Department, Epsom at 7.30 pm. 


Mammal Survey Group meets on the third Thursday of each month, except when 
the third Thursday is the day after the B.F.N.C. General Meeting, in which 


case the M.S.G. meeting is on the fourth Thursday, 7.30 pm to 8 pm in 
member's homes as announced, 


Ce 


NOMINATION FORM 


NAMCH aL cl ree roms Se ene”, anes. outa et Le Address Opus eed 04-6. 6) 0,6 - ela) 0.6) mene 
Nominated One 8! COE O) HO 2'@ |b) ,6, AO) hey a 0\kx O2 FOOL nO. 10= 06> folie) ghnel ence, ef emmer Ole” ay, & 
Se conded by e > @ ° eo 8 e o 8 ee Date Ch ae bs AO Tee 5 eo @ @ Phone s 6 ° e ° « e 


Membership Category: Family, Single, Pensioner, Junior, 
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~ DIARY - 
MEETINGS 
March 10th, Speaker: Trevor Pescott, President, Geelong F.N.C. 
Subject: The Otway Ranges. 
April 14th. Speaker: Graham Suckling, Forests Commission, 
Subject: Mammal conservation in commercial forests. 
May 12th. Speakers: Jack Ipsen and Jack Kellam. 
Subject: Bird banding. 
EXCURSIONS 


Sunday March 14th* Glenluce and Vaughan Springs (gold, gemstones and history) 
Full day Leader: Cynthia Watkins (Details on page 6 ) 
Meet at Havlin St. at 10.00 am. 


EASTER CAMP Goulburn River, Murchison. 

April 9-12th. Leaders: Graham Hill and Roy Speechley. 
(Details below). 

Sunday May 16th.* Bird banding demonstration, at a location to be 
decided, 


Leaders: Jack Ipsen and Jack Kellam. 


* These excursions are particularly for Junior Field Naturalists and 
beginners, but all other members are most welcome to attend. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 
Thurs.March 18th. 8.00 pm at home of Rob and Glen Moors, Sedgwick, 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 
Fri.April 2nd. 7,30 pm at Agriculture Department, Epsom. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 


Mon.March 22nd. 8,00 pm at Laurie Leeson's home, 76 Lawson St., 


EASTER CAMP-OUT 1982. The campout planned for Easter will be at 

Murchison, situated on the Goulburn River south of Murchison (between 
Murchison and the Goulburn Weir). A map will be supplied at the March meeting, 
if you want a map but will not be at the meeting ring Graham Hill 42 4016. 
The camp site overlooks the river near a long sand-bar and from reports it 

is a good spot for swimming and canoeing. Activities will be planned on a 
daily basis and will include Bird observing, Mammal trapping, Canoeing, 
Spotlighting and maybe a trip to Whroo Forest and Reedy Lake. 

Camping will be from Good Friday to Easter Tuesday but if you can only come 
for one or two days, or even only the afternoon, you will be made welcome. 

(If you don't come and stay an evening around the eampfire you won't get 

any of John Lindner's damper.) 
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